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Special announcement The European Social Forum to be held in Florence November 6 to 10, is looking 
for volunteer interpreters. Find out the details and the volunteering form downloading one of the two file 
formats hereafter 
www. fse-esf.org/babel/babel-en.rtf or www. fse-esf. org/babel/babel-en.zip 
1- How to Squander Moral Capital (By Todd Gitlin) 
In the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks, the world expressed its sympathy and solidarity with America. One year 
later, the Bush administration's illogic and arrogance have pumped new life into anti-Americanism. 
2- I[mpunity for Multinationals (By Anne Marchand) 
Multinational corporations formed a large presence at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg. They were the 
principal sponsors of the Summit, and they unrelentingly expressed their desire to contribute to an 
ecologically, economically, and socially viable planet: holding conferences, interviews and on-site visits. 
Absolutely omni-present in this young South-African democracy that has transformed itself without transition 
from an apartheid regime into the most offensive liberal one, multinationals emblazoned their slogans all 
over the Earth Summit and even in schools (“This school is sponsored by Coca-Cola”, etc etc), health 
centres, new business centres, cultural centres — no public space was sacred. 
3- Banking trade unions call for the Tobin Tax (By the UNI) 
The resolution presented and defended by Bernard Dufil, Secretary General of the CFDT (the French 
Democratic Labour Confederation) Banking Federation for the establishment of a Tobin Tax has been adopted 
by the World Conference of Banking and Insurance Unions (UNI) which was attended by 77 unions from 43 
countries. Now it is a matter of increasing awareness and mobilising all the banking sector unions for this 
tax, a task which will draw on a worldwide campaign which UNI will be launching on 12th October. 
4- The Tobin tax has just moved a major step closer (By David Hillman) 
The Tobin tax has just moved a major step closer with the launch of the Continuous Linked Settlement (CLS) 
Bank. This constitutes a major transformation in the way foreign exchange firms conduct their business to 
remove the risk of default by either party to these very large transactions. 
5- 13 Investigation Cases Against State Violence (By Hans J uergen Schlamp) 
The legal aftermath of the bloody street-battles at the G-8 summit in Genoa revealed: To justify the brutal 
orgiastic beating the Italian protectors of law and order lied and falsified. 
6- Bush Threatens West Coast Dockers’ Right to Strike (By David Bacon and Freda Coodin) 
The confrontation on the West Coast docks could become the defining union conflict of the Bush 
administration. The traditional issues of union bargaining have been preempted by a much more basic one: 
Do dockers have the right to strike at all? 
7- Meeting ATTAC Worldwide 





How to Squander Moral Capital 


By Todd Gitlin. Professor of journalism and 
sociology at Columbia University. 


Not since the last big bank loan to Argentina has 
credit been squandered as rapidly. In less than a 
year, the administration of George W. Bush has 
frittered away the global capital that came 


America's way after the massacres of Sept. 11. And 
to what end? 


For reasons good and bad, people love to hate, 
love, and be transfixed by America. So it was not 
altogether predictable when, as the acrid stench still 
hung over lower Manhattan last September, millions 
of people on every continent stood up to declare 
that they identified with America and Americans. In 
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candlelight vigils and front-page headlines, they 
declared a common humanity. 


To find this solidarity, people had to nudge their 
grievances to the side -- and everyone has 
grievances against the imperial center. Still, millions 
of people did nudge their grievances aside. They did 
so spontaneously and, | think, sincerely. It was as if 
the awfulness of the even drove them to not only 
share in the loss, but to remember who they were - 
- and to draw a sharp existential line: On one side, 
the best of the American idea; on the other, the 
abyss of apocalyptic violence. 


Soft anti-Americans came forward, of course, 
insinuating that time spent grieving for the victims 
of the attack was time stolen from memorializing 
the historical victims of American power. Those soft 
anti-Americans had never looked so ugly, petty and 
frozen. 


The outpouring of human solidarity was all the more 
impressive because the Bush administration had 
already attracted considerable international ire as of 
last September. Washington's go-it-alone crusades 
-- its rejection of the Kyoto Protocol and the 
international bioweapons treaty; its antipathy to the 
International Criminal Court and undermining of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty -- had branded the 
administration with a blustering imperiousness so 
unremitting in its unilateralism, so contemptuous of 
the moral imperative defined in the Declaration of 
Independence as "a decent respect to the opinions 
of mankind," that it seemed as though Bush had 
been in office for 9 years, not a mere 9 months, 
when the _ fuel-and-passenger-heavy  jetliners 
exploded us into a new epoch. 


With a single stroke, Osama bin Laden gave anti- 
Americanism a bad name. Today, anti-Americanism 
is back in vogue, the good will is gone, and the 
White House seems fixated on digging the hole 
deeper. In the clumsy prefab phrases uttered by 
this Commander-in-Chief, references to allies are 
perfunctory. Monumental arrogance is not just the 
hallmark of this administration's foreign policy -- it 
is their foreign policy. Their thuggishness does not 
embarrass them. In the collective mind of this Axis 
of the Primeval -- the tiny neo-conservative circle 
that has seized control of the nation's foreign and 
military policy machine -- doubt is the squeak of the 
pathetically spineless and dissent is the cry of the 
dangerously unpatriotic. 


The effects of this myopia can be seen everywhere. 
In Afghanistan, where the casualties brought about 
by US attacks may or may not exceed the Sept. 11 
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death toll, the American commitment to fostering 
democracy and building a lasting peace is puny. In 
the Middle East, Team Bush is glued to Ariel 
Sharon, whose idea of diplomacy is a battering ram. 
Most recently, in Iraq, the administration has shown 
itself to be hapless as well as thuggish. In_ its 
current maneuvering against Saddam Hussein, 
Washington has not one ally -- an amazing 
achievement on the heels of the nearly-unanimous 
support given to the attacks on Afghanistan's 
Taliban regime. 


Until recently, the Bush gang at least had the 
American people and their representatives in 
Congress cowed. No longer. Republican reliables 
like Brent Scowcroft, pressed into service as family 
retainer, are going public with rational doubt: What 
the hell do you think you're doing charging into a 
reckless war that no one else in the world finds 
convincing or sensible? 


If there's any logic at work in the White House -- a 
dubious proposition -- it might be a recycled version 
of the "madman" policies adopted by the Nixon 
administration. Nixon seemed to think that he could 
intimidate Hanoi if they thought him capable of 
anything. Such wildness might appeal to Bush, 
whose personal history -- from decades of 
drunkenness and shady business bailouts to political 
cronyism and a stolen election -- appears to have 
taught him that he can get away with anything. 


Thundering on about Manifest Destiny and 
preemptive glory, Bush sounds almost articulate -- 
it is the only talk he seems able to spit out without 
stumbling. 


Read those lips, Saddam Hussein. The man's sheer 
recklessness has not been lost on_ informed 
Europeans, Latin Americans, and others. The soft 
anti-Americans, easy to dismiss after Sept. 11, have 
been superseded by hardheaded critics demanding 
our attention. The complaints are no_ longer 
reflexive and petty; rather, they are provoked by 12 
months of Washington's illogic and arrogance. 


But Hi-Yo Silver, the Lone Bully rides again. 
What an awful defeat for America's friends. 
What a gift to al-Qaeda. 

What a default. 


Contact for this article. backtalk@motherjones.com 
http: //www.motherjones.com/ 
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More information. 


September 11 ATTAC international Colloquium, 
Paris. Contact Annabelle Chassagneux 
Annabelle@attac.org 

Information: 

http: //attac. org/fra/asso/doc/doc96.htm 








September 11 around the world. 190 peace events 
in 7 countries. 

Contact Medea 
medea@globalexchange.org 
Information http: //www.unitedforpeace.org/ 


Benjamin 








impunity for Multinationals 


By Anne Marchand. Apress 
Translation. Michael Rubenstein and Gillian Sloane- 
Seale. Volunteer translators coorditrad@attac. org 





Multinational corporations formed a large presence 
at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg. They were 
the principal sponsors of the Summit, and they 
unrelentingly expressed their desire to contribute to 
an ecologically, economically, and socially viable 
planet: holding conferences, interviews and on-site 
visits. Absolutely omni-present in this young 
South-African democracy that has transformed itself 
without transition from an apartheid regime into the 
most offensive liberal one, multinationals 
emblazoned their slogans all over the Earth Summit 
and even in schools (“This school is sponsored by 
Coca-Cola”, etc etc), health centres, new business 
centres, cultural centres — no public space was 
sacred. 


No constraints for free enterprise in terms of social 
and environmental responsibility: such in any case 
is what would have been decided by the heads of 
state and governments meeting in South Africa. In 
particular, the negative impact of multinationals is 
having more and more a devastating effect on both 
working conditions and in the environment. 
Nonetheless, they remain subject to no control or 
regulation. No less than a quarter of the planet’s 
economic activity is in the hands of 200 companies 
who hold themselves accountable to no one but 
their shareholders. But what about the people who 
live in the states or territories where they operate? 
How do they weigh in? To which courts do they 
address their complaint? The international scope of 
multinational activities is often effectively a 
guarantee of immunity. 


Clean in the North, Dirty in the South 
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At the initiative of GroundWork, an NGO affiliated 
with Friends of the Earth, several people from 
Malaysia, America, Mozambique, and South Africa 
came to tell their stories about how multinationals 
were impacting on their lives, and to publicise their 
particular struggles. There were many examples. 
Let’s look at two. First the disposal of refuse in the 
middle of a South African township. Run by SITA, 
an affiliate of the French conglomerate Suez, the 
township unknowingly accepted a quantity of toxic 
waste, mostly medical, in complete disregard for 
the welfare of the township’s inhabitants, especially 
children, who were exposed to poisons and used 
syringes. 


The response at the Summit to this and other 
complaints was to reassure by denying the dangers 
involved. “What made the biggest impression on 
this affair,” remarked Laura Morosini of Friends of 
the Earth, France, “was the total collusion between 
South African public agencies and_ the 
multinationals.” There was no mention of these 
activities in South Africa at the SITA booth at the 
Summit. Enjoying a very solid reputation as an 
environmentally? conscious company, this Suez 
affiliate has formed partnerships with many 
environmental groups in France. 


In Sasoburg, South Africa, the multinational in 
question is Total—Elf—Fina. In this city of refineries 
under the name of the South African oil company 
SASOL, gasoline is carbon-based. The reason that 
South Africa began to produce this kind of fuel, 
which is the most polluting kind that exists in the 
world, is because the Apartheid regime needed to 
produce its own fuel as a result of world embargoes. 
Almost 10 years after the ANC took power, 
production continues to the detriment of the health 
of its inhabitants and the environment itself. 
Total? Elf? Fina cut production by 50% in one of its 
refineries. Last year, an explosion paralysed 
production for a while, causing a gasoline shortage 
in the whole country. The first workers’ barracks in 
the townships are 50 meters away from the 
refineries. These barracks are exposed to the 
elements, and the skies are often covered by clouds 
of pollution from the _ refineries. “It’s often 
impossible to breathe, people suffocate, coughing 
fits are common,” reports Laura  Morosini. 
“According to the residents, on top of the chronic 
pollution these periodic clouds of pollution make it 
very difficult to live.” In the wake of skin and 
respiratory diseases, the residents of Sasoburg 
organise and protest against the corporation. Its 
response: “water vapour”. 
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The residents of Sasoburg have now formed the 
“Bucket Brigade.” Armed with a bucket especially 
constructed for this purpose, they use a small pump 
to capture air samples from the area, which are 
then taken to a team of researchers for analysis. 
The formal verdict: the air is heavy with benzene, a 
particularly toxic substance. 


The residents of Sasoburg are fully counting on not 
letting the matter rest, and they are already 
planning to organise networks with others, just like 
what some African-American communities are doing 
who also live very close to polluting factories. 
Together they hope to launch an_ international 
appeal so that multinationals will be held 
responsible for the impact of their activities on the 
populations of the South. 


The Necessity for Solidarity 


“It’s possible today to have double standards”, 
points out Laura Morosini, “ie different rules for 
different states, different territories. As soon as 
these corporations, wherever they are, develop the 
same type of activities, it would be normal to have 
standardised worldwide regulations governing that 
sector.” But for now, what will stop multinationals 
from keeping the North “clean” and the South 
“dirty”? And how do we put an end to double 
standards? For example, while consumers in Great 
Britain can organise boycotts and actions against 
such-and-such a label, what can workers in the 
South do against manufacturers or oil-producers 
whose product is usually reserved for export? The 
means cannot be the same. In the absence of 
international regulation, the recourse to justice is 
reserved for countries where civil society is 
sufficiently organised, where a state based on rights 
exists, and/or where jurisprudence can evolve. As 
it stands, the terrain is open to all kinds of 
predations, without controls and accountability. 


In Nigeria, a relatively economically strong country, 
the GDP is $99 billion. The net worth of Exxon is 
$119 billion. 


“When multinationals have a net worth higher than 
the GDP of the country in which they operate, what 
kind of power relationship are we talking about?” 
asks Laura Morosini. “It’s disquieting to see States 
giving up their powers little by little, closing their 
eyes (and opening their pockets) to the promises of 
enterprises.” In Johannesburg, Europe and France 
have already refused to support a proposition, made 
by developing nations collectively known as « the 
77 », to institute an international framework for 
multinational accountability. For almost a year now 
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The UN _ itself has undertaken’ to __ identify 
corporations who commit to being socially and 
environmentally responsible. A weak guarantee 
given by government officials to multinationals who, 
in any case, keep gaining more and more leverage 
in international negotiations. 


But there is good news. Since last March, seven 
peasants from Cameroon, supported by Friends of 
the Earth and The Sherpa Association, are suing the 
French Rougier Group and its affiliate in Cameroon, 
SFID, in France. They accuse SFID of “illicitly 
pillaging the forestry resources to the detriment of 
the people”. More specifically, SFID stands accused 
of “destroying the assets of others, forgery and 
using forgery to secure these assets, swindling, 
possession of stolen goods, bureaucratic 
corruption”. This could sound the death knell for the 
age of the impunity of multinationals if solidarity 
can be forged between consumers in the North and 
workers in the South, and if the WTO doesn’t 
triumph on the backs of states and their elected 
Officials. 


Anne Marchand 

Contact for this article. redaccess@mire. net 
Published in collaboration with www.mediasol.org « 
the gateway to an economy based on solidarity », 
which organised daily coverage of the Summit. 








Banking trade unions call for the Tobin 
Tax 


By the UNI 
Translation. Volunteer 
coorditrad@attac.org (*) 


translators 





Resolution to establish an international tax on 
currency operations (Tobin Tax) 


1.National economies, in fact the global economy as 
a whole, are taken hostage by bursts of feverish 
currency speculation. 


2.According to the enquiry carried out in April 2001 
by the Banque des Réglements internationaux (BRI) 
("Bank for International Settlements"), the global 
volume of daily currency operations was estimated 
at about US$1.2 billion. Of this sum, about $387 
billion involved instant transactions, meaning 
monetary conversions at the current rate to be 
carried out "immediately" (payment is generally 
made within two days). The brevity of most of the 
transactions reveals the speculative nature of the 
majority of this turnover. BRI statistics indicate that 
about 80% of all currency operations are "out and 
back" (purchase followed by resale) in seven days 
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or under, and more than 40% in two days or under. 
So, we can assume that 80-90% of all currency 
operations have no direct link with an ultimate user 
wanting foreign currency to pay for goods or 
services. Their aim is, on the contrary, to profit 
from the small differences in interest rates between 
different countries or variations in exchange rates. 


3.1t follows that enormous sums of money, mostly 
uncontrolled (and untaxed), are moved around the 
world in search of the highest return in the shortest 
amount of time. Their disruptive potential is also 
enormous. 


4.The volatility of the exchange rate can completely 
disrupt collective negotiations, particularly in those 
sectors which are more exposed to foreign 
competition, where collectively agreed increases in 
real salaries and in benefits stay generally in line 
with inflation and productivity gains. In this way, 
companies remain competitive and jobs are 
maintained. Carefully calculated agreements can, 
however, be disrupted by sudden exchange rate 
fluctuations in a given country. A sharp increase in 
the exchange rate makes exports less competitive, 
and thus brings about job losses, whereas a 
dramatic drop means that the prices of imported 
products go up, which means that agreed pay 
increases have to be reassessed. All in all, exchange 
rate volatility complicates collective negotiation by 
undermining the hypotheses on which contractual 
agreements are based. 


5.The great monetary crises, like those that hit 
Mexico in 1994-95, Asia in 1997, Russia in 1998, 
and now Argentina, bring about economic and social 
disruption, and impoverish many in developing 
countries. This is why these crises tend to spread 
from the weak economies to the stronger ones, for 
the simple reason that they are very closely linked 
to those countries with economic difficulties. The 
financial crisis can be calmed quite quickly if 
governments and the central banks rapidly take the 
necessary measures, restoring speculators’ 
confidence. This means measures such as slowing 
down the economy (with massive job losses) and 
cuts in health, education and other public services. 
But all these measures cause lasting economic and 
social damage in a country, when the development 
gains achieved over many years are suddenly swept 
away in a few weeks. 


6.) ames Tobin, winner of the Nobel Prize, suggested 
bringing in a modest tax, the same the world over, 
which would apply each time money was changed: 
the rate which is most often suggested is 0.1% of 
the value of each commercial operation. Tobin said 
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that the tax should be applied to _ instant 
transactions. By making monetary transactions 
more costly, a tax of this nature would discourage 
currency speculation (short term buying and selling 
of currency), and would at the same time reduce 
exchange rate volatility. Such a tax would also 
improve the autonomy of central banks and 
governments in determining their economic and 
monetary policy. In this way, in countries suffering 
from insufficient economic growth, the authorities 
could, through judicious interest rate reductions, 
encourage the development of credit thus favouring 
the creation of secure jobs, the use of new 
technologies and training for workers. Lastly, the 
tax would create revenue which could be used for 
the challenges facing the world, such as the fight 
against poverty. However, this tax would mainly be 
intended to discourage speculation and not to 
produce revenue. A compromise must clearly be 
found between these two functions: the more 
effective the tax is in discouraging currency 
speculation, the less revenue it will generate. 


7.The introduction of a Tobin tax has long been a 
demand of the international. trade union 
movement. The last UNI World Congress, in 
September 2001 in Berlin, strongly reaffirmed this. 
The tax is not the panacea capable of solving all the 
problems of the international financial system, but 
rather can be considered as one element in a series 
of necessary measures for stabilising the currency 
markets, which must be done in order to arrive at 
more stable growth and better job security. 


8.UNI-Finance asks the international community to 
ensure global control and management of the 
market, and especially the financial markets, within 
the framework of the international financial 
institutions and organisations. The objective must 
be to take back control of the financial markets in 
order to make investing easier and productive in the 
long term. The application of an international tax on 
currency operations would constitute an important 
means of achieving that aim. 


Article published in collaboration with the web site 
of the CFDT Banques: http://www.cfdt-banques. fr 





The Tobin tax has just moved a major 
step closer 


By David Hillman. Tobin Tax Network ~ Co- 
ordinator 


The Tobin tax has just moved a major step closer 
with the launch of the Continuous Linked 
Settlement (CLS) Bank. This constitutes a major 
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transformation in the way foreign exchange firms 
conduct their business to remove the risk of default 
by either party to these very large transactions. Up 
until now in foreign exchange dealings the two 
payments have been made via different payment 
systems in different time zones. 


Whilst the banks desire the new settlement system 
to significantly improve the security of their deals, it 
is widely accepted that the revolutionary advance of 
making all payments to settle a currency 
transaction simultaneous and centralised effectively 
makes the Tobin tax possible by creating the 
apparatus necessary to physically implement the 
tax. This is a very important breakthrough as it 
means the Tobin tax moves from being a sensible 
and worthy idea to being workable in practice. 


Contact for this article. dhillman@waronwant.org 
www.tobintax. org.uk 


FX settlement bank launches, aims to curb payment 
shocks 
Reuters, 09.09.02 - by Carolyn Cohn 


LONDON, Sept 9 (Reuters) - The first global foreign 
exchange settlement bank, designed to guard 
against payments crises, started trading on Monday 
one year after the September 11 attacks posed a 
threat to financial systems. 


CLS (Continuous Linked Settlement), which has 
been five years in the making, provides a live link 
between central bank payment systems in the 
world's main financial centres, reducing the chance 
of a gridlock in the $1.2 trillion daily foreign 
exchange market. 


Prompt action by the U.S. Federal Reserve 
prevented a payments breakdown a year ago, after 
several firms were affected by the attacks on the 
World Trade Centre in New York. 


But the attacks highlighted concerns about the 
time-lag between carrying out and settling currency 
deals. 


"The benefits in the reduction of global foreign 
exchange risk and (of) the commercial costs could 
not be more timely," said Joseph De Feo, chief 
executive of CLS. 


CLS, a private sector initiative, was set up in 
response to pressure from central banks to remove 
so-called Herstatt risk, named after the failure of 
German bank |.D. Herstatt in 1974. 
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The chain reaction of unpaid deals after the bank 
shut down disrupted the U.S. payment system for 
days. 


CLS is backed by 66 of the world's largest banks but 
was beset in early stages by technical and 
management problems. 


Only 39 of the banks are ready to start using the 
system this week, but CLS says the service will 
expand to include 12 more of its shareholder, or 
settlement, banks, and customer banks of 
settlement banks by the end of the year. 


CLS has retained bank support because banks 
feared the alternative would be an increase in the 
amount of capital they would need to set aside to 
cover settlement risk. 


FIXING THE PLUMBING 


Payment systems are the plumbing that keeps 
money flowing through financial markets and their 
importance only becomes evident when they are 
disrupted. 


Foreign exchange deals pose a unique risk to 
national payment systems because their settlement 
takes at least two working days due to time zone 
differences. 


During this time banks are at risk because they pay 
out one currency they sold, for example yen, before 
they receive the currency, for example dollars, they 
bought. In many cases banks' exposure to a single 
party exceeds their entire capital. 


CLS is the first centralised, global system designed 
to tackle this risk. 


Instead of two days to settle currency transactions, 
there will be a five-hour window, between 0700 and 
1200 Central European Time (currently 0500-1000 
GMT), for each side of the trade to be settled 
simultaneously. 


CLS is based in New York but operates out of 
London. It will start operating in seven currencies: 
U.S. dollars, euros, yen, sterling, Swiss francs, 
Canadian and Australian dollars, and has approval 
from all the relevant central banks. 


Three more currencies -- the Swedish, Danish and 
Norwegian crowns -- are likely to come on-stream 
in 2003, and the Singapore dollar, Hong Kong and 
New Zealand dollars in 2004, De Feo said. Further 
currencies are under discussion, he added. 
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COSTS INVOLVED 


Banks paid around $5 million to become CLS 
shareholders, but that price will rise. 


“People who buy shares now will find they are more 
expensive -- it will be more than $5 million. The 
original shareholders took on the start-up risk," said 
De Feo. 


Internal costs in linking to the system could also be 
$5 million, industry participants said. 


Settlement members will also have to pay to use 
the system, and that price should be around 1.00 
sterling ($1.57) per transaction in two to three 
years' time, De Feo said. 


But initially transaction fees will be higher, with a 
discount for large volume. 


"The transaction costs need to create sufficient 
revenue to operate the set-up," said De Feo. 


"But there will be no discount for large volume in 
the long run. We have a privileged position in terms 
of access to the central banks, and the quid pro quo 
is that we are highly regulated. We have to have an 
open access policy, and fairness of participation." 


Existing settlement members account for around 80 
percent of the foreign exchange market in volume 
terms. 


In addition to pleasing the regulators and so fending 
off the threat of higher capital costs, settlement 
members will from November be able to offer CLS 
services to their client banks, providing a further 
potential source of revenue. 


13 Investigation Cases Against State 
Violence 


By Hans J uergen Schlamp. Der Spiegel journalist 
Translation. P Wood & Helga Heinrich, volunteer 
translators coorditrad@attac.org (*) 





It was a bloody battle. Jaws fractured, arms and 
legs broke, heads split open. Close-combat 
professionals of the Italian police stormed a school 
building in which young people from all over Europe 
were just preparing for the night. The city had 
allocated the quarters to them. 


‘As if they were drugged,” said a 21-year old 
German serving in the civil service (which is a 


page 7(7) 


substitute for the compulsory military service), 
describing the policemen who had been running 
amok with their truncheons. 93 men and women 
had been picked up and arrested, 62 of them had to 
be transported by ambulance, many seriously 
wounded to intensive care units. 


Sad culmination of a political summer weekend in 
Genoa: from 20th to 22nd of July last year the 
heads of government of the seven leading western 
industrialised nations and of Russia gathered for an 
exchange of ideas. Around 300,000 people joined 
for a demonstration against the policies of the “big 
eight”. The state power was also present with over 
15,000 soldiers and policemen. Riots like just before 
at the EU-summit in Swedish Goeteborg should not 
occur in Genoa. 


It happened much worse. The G-8 summit ended in 
street-battles and excesses of violence. More than 
400 demonstrators were arrested, almost 600 
injured, one was killed by a police bullet. All of 
Europe watched horrified the chaos on their TV- 
screens. 


13 investigation cases have been initiated since. 
Some of them, initiated by the parliament or by the 
minister of domestic affairs, followed submissively 
the pre-set political lines, that except for some 
personal “mistakes and short-comings” (so the 
majority vote of the report by the parliament) in 
Genoa everything was alright. After all at that very 
moment the vice premier minister Gianfranco Fini of 
post-fascist Alleanza Nazionale himself had been 
present at the co-ordinating centre of the police. 
And immediately the head of government Silvio 
Berlusconi very clearly stated: “I will back the 
police.” Three high-ranking officers out of the group 
leading the actions in Genoa were moved to other 
jobs retaining the rank. That is it. 


The responsible state prosecutors did not have such 
an easy-going approach. They _ interrogated 
policemen and demonstrators, reviewed 
photographs, evaluated video recordings and 
cancelled most of the criminal investigative cases 
initiated by the police against participants of the 
protest actions. After one month they opened eight 
new investigative complexes - against 148 police 
officers. 


Still the public service jurists are far away from 
finishing their work. But already now they brought 
monstrosities out into the open, like the acts of the 
state powers in the Pascoli-school. 
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The intervention was aimed at dangerous heavily 
armed rioters was the reasoning of the offices for 
their crude actions. Stones had been thrown against 
police vehicles before and during the action 17 
officers had been injured, one of them almost 
lethal. 


At an international press conference the offices 
presented impressive evidence: they secured 
horrible arms like pick-axes and heavy metal pipes 
inside the school building. Additionally two Molotow- 
cocktails, petrol-filled bottles with an effect almost 
of a hand-grenade. 


But the official crime-story did not hold against the 
interviews and_ investigations by the state 
prosecutor’s office. By and by it became evident: 
the evidence provided by the police had been 
fabricated, the reason for the action at midnight 
was invented. The officer, who personally had 
confirmed the hail of stones against the police in 
their minutes, declared finally that he only learned 
about the event from a colleague whose name - 
sorry - he had forgotten. 


The stones, if they ever existed, had been thrown 
much too late. During the morning already the 
police leadership decided to carry out the action. 


The proudly presented Molotow-cocktails were 
recognised on photographs and videos by Pasquale 
Guaglione, the substitute police-chief of Bari. During 
the afternoon he himself had found them in the city, 
hidden behind shrubs, and secured. A high-ranking 
police officer specially brought them to the school, 
as shown by amateur videos. By order of whom he 
has done so is not cleared. The video only shows 
how almost the complete leadership of the Italian 
security machinery showed interest when the 
flammable souvenirs were presented. 


The pick-axes and metal pipes were not arms of 
violent demonstrators but tools of construction 
workers, who were supposed to renovate the school 
during the summer vacation. They were stored in a 
locked room, which, as it became evident, was only 
broken into by the police and not before. 


During the interrogation 17 of the allegedly injured 
policemen suddenly refused to be interrogated 
again. 2 stated that by being clumsy they injured 
themselves. 


Only the officer Massimo Nucera maintained his 
stance. In the school one man had attacked him 
with a knife, and only thanks to his bulletproof vest 
he is alive. It is a pity the attacker could escape, 
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but dropped his knife. And the large cut through his 
uniform jacket was shown in TV in a large close-up 
as proof. 


But a report by an expert ordered by the state 
prosecutor concludes that this story could hardly be 
true. The cut could not have been the result of an 
attack, the jacket must have been lying on either 
the ground or a table. 


The men of law and order had been the “victims of 
enormous aggressions” the police chief Gianni De 
Gennaro stubbornly claimed. It required force “to 
answer to force”. But the juridical processing of the 
bloody G-8 summit shows a different picture. 
Without reason police units have beaten and kicked, 
peaceful demonstrators have been clubbed down 
brutally; innocent passers-by had been shot at with 
teargas. 


Not only at the Pascoli-school, but also in the 
streets of Genoa and in the holding cells of the 
Bolzaneto barracks, where demonstrators have 
been mistreated physically very badly, the Italian 
state of justice took some temporary leave-of- 
absence. During some actions the keepers of law 
and order behaved like the henchmen of a third- 
world dictator. 


In Genoa “the Human Rights have been violated to 
an extent”, so the resume by the Human Rights 
Organisation Amnesty International after 
interrogating witnesses from 15 countries, not 
“experienced in the latest history of Europe”. The 
work of the state prosecutor supports this 
observation. 


One group only among the many thousands of “No 
Global”- protestants was spared frequently from the 
attacks by law enforcers: the “Black Block” (police 
jargon), a group of international rioters, who for 
several years are participating in many 
demonstrations, no matter what the topic. The 
hooligans, masked and dressed in black destroyed 
display windows and inventory of 34 banks, 126 
shops, 6 super markets, 9 post offices and 
according to the official records set 226 cars ablaze. 
But strangely - regardless of frequently staging 
their criminal acts just a few metres from a 
martially equipped police force, not one of the 
Black-Block-rioters has been caught in the act and 
arrested. 


And yet another thing was strange. In the 
supposedly leftist-radical rampaging group, so much 
is known by now, dozens of right-wing thugs 
participated. In advance the police was very well 
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informed. In an internal document, published later 
in newspapers, the security officers ahead of the G- 
8 summit, describe how members of the neo-nazi- 
groups “Forza Nuova” and “Fronte Nazionale” like to 
blend into the group of anarchists and stage 
rampages to discredit “the Leftists”. Obviously this 
enlightenment had no consequences. 


Just the opposite was the case. English brothers-in- 
spirit were invited by the Italo-thugs mentioning 
that the police in Genoa will not intervene against 
them. “We can do anything we like to”, a self-outing 
“Nazi from Birmingham” reports the merry 
announcement to a newspaper journalist. 


The Italian television showed scenes filmed in secret 
during which obviously anarchistic fighters are 
meeting with uniformed men, smoke a cigarette, 
chat - and go back to the street war. 


The producer Davide Ferrario, 46 years, claims to 
have observed and sometimes filmed with a video 
camera intimate gatherings of police with masked 
men, like those running with the Black Block, until 
he was chased away by the police. One of the 
supposedly street fighters even “hung a police 
metal marker around his neck” before approaching 
a group of uniformed men. 


Claudio Scajola, then the minister for domestic 
affairs, always claimed that in Genoa an army of 
5,000 Black Block thugs had staged war. But in the 
mean-time after evaluation of hundreds _ of 
photographs, film-recordings and _ witnesses’ 
statements the state prosecutors Anna Canepa and 
Andrea Canciani confirmed what had been the 
suspicion of many observers: the hard core 
consisted of less than 200 heads. 


But those could, without any hindrance, destroy 
parts of the city and stage in the burning streets 
provocating parades with drums and flags. The law 
and order force only attacked after the groups of 
thugs hat retreated. Then the police shot with 
teargas into the remaining mass of demonstrators 
and clubbed down what was on the streets, among 
which young Catholics which intended to bring the 
globalisation critique of pope J ohn Paul II to Genoa. 


But not only police showed riddles in their 
behaviour, the militant black band behaved strange 
too. They attacked other demonstrators and 
journalists and contradicting their standard 
attitudes and proclamations not just set ablaze the 
“bosses cars” but also very ramshackle poor- people 
Cars. 
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But especially they did not try to penetrate the 
forbidden “red zone”, where the leaders of the 
states were dining and discussing. The camouflaged 
thugs rampaged in the outskirts and so supplied the 
police with welcome triggers to attack the 
thousands of anti-globalists already there - far way 
from the barred district. Chance, incompetence or 
strategy? 


Even a 28-year old Black-Block-hooligan, travelling 
from Nuremberg, in retrospective was surprised 
how he with his friends could start fires and destroy 
without hindrance. “Maybe,” he contemplates in a 
newspaper interview, “we got involved in something 
much larger than us.” 


Puzzling also remains until today how the 
demonstrator Carlo Giulani, 23 years old, has lost 
his live. 


On the Piazza Alimonda, in the centre of the North- 
Italian harbour city, violent demonstrators roughly 
attacked a carabinieri-jeep. One, Giulani, found a 
fire extinguisher on the ground, lifted it up and set 
out to throw it into the police vehicle through the 
broken rear window. Sitting in the car the 20 year 
old carabinieri Mario Piacanica shot at that moment. 
Motivated by fear and in self-defence he says. 


Carlo Giuliani fell onto the cobble stones, from his 
head a thick stream of blood appeared. The jeep, 
suddenly in a hasty reverse movement, drove over 
the dying. 


What initially seemed obvious and well documented 
by photographs and film-recordings, became more 
and more contradictory during the investigations. 
He had shot twice the young carabieneri reported. 
Two cartridges were found. But according to a 
ballistic report one of them did not fit with the arm 
of the young policeman. Had there been a second 
shooter? 


Giuliani was one-and-a-half metre to the side of the 
car when he was hit fatally says one report. A video 
movie clearly shows that Giuliani was at least three, 
or rather four metres from the rear-end of the car. 


From where did the fire extinguisher come? From 
the jeep? How did the rear window of the jeep 
become damaged? From inside or outside? And why 
did several dozen officers not intervene, standing in 
ranks with shield and truncheon 50 metres next to 
the attacked car of their colleagues? 


The investigation is difficult. Investigative officers 
needed two days to reach the location of the event. 
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The cleaners were faster. They removed all traces a 
long time ago. 


Hans Juergen Schlamp ‘Der Spiegel’ 02/09/02 - 
36/2002 


Bush Threatens West Coast Dockers’ 
Right to Strike 


By David Bacon and Freda Coodin 


The confrontation on the West Coast docks could 
become the defining union conflict of the Bush 
administration. The traditional issues of union 
bargaining have been preempted by a much more 
basic one: Do dockers have the right to strike at all? 


There has been no coastwide strike since 1971. 
That marked the end of one era of great 
technological change, when the introduction of 
container cranes revolutionized shipping and 
reduced the number of West Coast longshore jobs 
from over 100,000 to the present 10,500. 


Today dockworkers look with trepidation at the 
beginning of another era. Decades from now, the 
waterfront will be largely automated. Workers in 
front of computer screens, often hundreds of miles 
away from the docks, will control the movement of 
cargo on and off ships. Ports like Singapore and 
Rotterdam already have this new technology, and 
the world’s shipping companies want to introduce 
the same system on the Pacific coast. 


But another issue has overshadowed the technology 
threat in this year’s bargaining, which has every 
union in the country watching closely. The Bush 
administration seems poised to take action which 
would affect unions as profoundly as President 
Ronald Reagan did when he broke the air traffic 
controllers union, PATCO, in 1982. 


GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION 


According to Clarence Thomas, secretary-treasurer 
of International Longshore and Warehouse Union 
Local 10, Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge 
and Labor Secretary Elaine Chao both intervened 
personally to tell the union’s bargaining committee 
that the administration is prepared to prevent any 
strike. According to Thomas, administration officials 
have made clear that Bush at least would invoke 
the Taft-Hartley Act, under’ which _ striking 
longshoremen would be ordered to return to work 
for 90 days. 
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ILWU spokeperson Steve Stallone explained that 
Tom Ridge phoned Jim Spinosa, president of the 
ILWU, to tell him that a strike would be bad for the 
national interest. 


But other steps have been discussed as well. Bush 
might call on Congress to place the union under the 
Railway Labor Act, instead of the National Labor 
Relations Act which covers longshore workers now. 
Under the NLRA, the union has a clear right to 
strike. Under the RLA, the government can order an 
end to any strike, and impose a contract if the 
union doesn’t agree. 


Bush has already threatened to use the RLA to force 
settlements at Northwest Airlines on terms favoring 
the employer, according to unions involved. 


NO COASTWIDE STRIKE 


Another option, Department of Labor sources told 
the LA Times, would be to declare the union’s 
coastwide bargaining structure an illegal monopoly. 
All West Coast ports have worked under a single 
contract since the end of the 1934 general maritime 
strike, in which the ILWU was born. The single 
agreement has not only equalized conditions but 
also given union members a great deal of 
bargaining leverage, since a strike closes all ports at 
the same time. 


Ending the union’s solidarity structure would mean 
that if the union struck one port, shippers could 
simply load and unload their cargo in another, 
making a strike pointless. 


Finally, the administration could replace striking 
longshore workers with Navy personnel. When 
Reagan used the military to replace striking air 
traffic controllers in 1982, CEOs nationwide saw his 
action as an invitation to permanently replace their 
own striking workers—a tactic that, while legal, had 
been largely untested until then. 


Thomas says that the union was told that the Navy 
would be used only in wartime. But since 
September 11, Bush has declared that a state of 
war exists and will go on indefinitely. 


All the Bush proposals have the same intent—to 
make a waterfront strike impossible. But their long- 
term effect would extend far beyond the docks. The 
use of a vaguely defined “national security” as a 
pretext for taking away the right to strike, replacing 
strikers—or even simply heavy-handed intervention 
in negotiations—could affect many unions in many 
industries. 
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CORPORATE PRESSURE ON BUSH 


Long before negotiations began, — shipping 
companies and the large corporations dependent on 
trans-Pacific vessels, like The Gap, Mattel, and 
Home Depot, formed the “West Coast Waterfront 
Coalition,” which approached the Bush 
administration for help. The government then set up 
a task force, headed by White House advisor Carlos 
Bonilla, to meet with them. 


Meanwhile, a steady media drumbeat announced 
that a waterfront strike would send the economy 
into a tailspin. 


Although the Bush Administration indirectly invokes 
the war on terrorism to justify its intervention in 
negotiations, the administration has yet to clarify 
how a strike would actually endanger national 
security. National security is not being defined in 
terms of threats to vital life-dependent services, 
such as firefighting. It is rather the economic 
questions raised by such non-security-related firms 
as The Gap that seem to be motivating Bush’s 
concern. 


The ILWU’s Stallone said in a radio interview for 
Workers Independent News Service: “Instead of 
helping to solve this situation, Bush’s intervention is 
making the situation impossible. They're trying to 
say it’s necessary, because if we were to go on 
strike, it would endanger the economy. Well, right 
now the economy is being endangered by Bush’s 
pals at Enron and WorldCom. That’s what’s making 
the stock market crash, not the ILWU. 


“Following Bush’s logic he should be sending troops 
to Wall Street.” 


Furthermore, the union has not yet threatened to 
strike. The membership has not voted on a Strike, 
and it would take three weeks to pass a strike vote. 
The union has also informed the administration that 
if it were to strike, members would continue to 
unload military cargo. A Navy official admitted in a 
written exchange with the ILWU that military cargo 
could be separated from commercial cargo. 


The union believes that the employers’ association, 
the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA), will not 
bargain in good faith as long as the Bush 
administration is threatening to intervene. 


WHAT EACH SIDE WANTS 


page 11(11) 


Wages and benefits are not the issue in these 
negotiations. The hourly rate for longshore workers 
ranges from $27.68 to $33.48—about the same as 
a plumber or electrician. Most California longshore 
workers are African-American and Latino, and 
longshore jobs have become an economic backbone 
in| many communities of color. The shipping 
companies are not claiming poverty, and in general 
are making large profits. 


What they would like, however, is to keep certain 
workers out of the union: vessel planners who tell 
the cranes where to put every shipping container; 
clerical workers who use computers to help track 
container movement—a category management 
plans to expand drastically; and drivers who haul 
containers in and out of the ports. 


Workers in these categories in many ports have 
already joined the ILWU, or tried to, attracted by its 
high wages. The union wants to include them in all 
ports, to make up for the potential loss of jobs 
among the clerks who currently track cargo 
manually. Negotiators for the PMA have said no. 
The union looks at this as an issue of survival. 


“AS work changes, some jobs disappear, while 
others increase,” explains Stallone. “When the 
companies say they don’t want our members doing 
these new jobs, it’s like saying they want the union 
to disappear too.” 


In the late 1960s, the PMA reached a historic 
agreement on technological change with then-ILWU 
President Harry Bridges. The union accepted the 
introduction of new technology, which cost jobs, 
while the shipping companies agreed that union 
members would do the new jobs technology 
created. 


The PMA now seems ready to abandon that 
agreement, which held for three decades. 


Perhaps having learned from the aftermath of the 
PATCO defeat, the AFL-CIO has set up a task force 
to help the ILWU. 


Rallies Oppose Gov’t Intervention 


The evening before bargaining between the 
longshore workers and their employers was set to 
resume, the ILWU organized rallies in Portland, 
Tacoma, Seattle, Oakland, and Long Beach. The 
demonstrating dockworkers were joined by a broad 
range of other union members and community 
activists at all these ports. Attendance ranged from 
3,000 in Long Beach to 1,250 in Oakland. 
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The August 12 street actions showed mass labor 
and community support for the ILWU. In the Bay 
Area a Unity Coalition was formed between the 
ILWU, SEIU city and port workers, Teamsters, and 
HERE hotel workers to pledge support to one 
another during their respective contract and 
organizing campaigns. 


“Folks were very excited as this rally was one of the 
most dramatic demonstrations in the Bay Area in a 
long time. People we haven't seen for years have 
been energized by the ILWU struggle to take a more 
active role,” says Robert Dhondrup, political director 
of the Alameda County Central Labor Council. 


Organizations including local Jobs with Justice 
chapters, the Alliance for Sustainable J obs and the 
Environment, and Rainforest Action Network have 
come up with a way that supporters across the 
country can help bring pressure. They are 
organizing supporters to leaflet the major retailers 
that are members of the West Coast Waterfront 
Coalition, the corporate group that called for 
government intervention on the side of the 
employers. They planned to hit 30 cities in 30 states 
on August 27. 


In Washington state, environmental activist-tree 
sitters abandoned their trees to leaflet a Home 
Depot store prior to the August rallies. 


ELECTED OFFICIALS OPPOSE 


The rallies were preceded by press conferences 
where a wide array of local elected officials, such as 
city councilors, gave statements of support for the 
union and_ strongly condemned the Bush 
administration’s intervention in the negotiations. 
The mayors of Los Angeles, Oakland, Tacoma, San 
Francisco and Seattle have also expressed their 
opposition to federal government meddling. 


Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle was a speaker 
at the Portland rally. The Attorney General of 
California has sent a letter to Bush stating that even 
if the nation were in a declared war, the use of 
federal troops would be an extreme step. The ILWU 
is also seeking the support of the governors of the 
West Coast states, who would need to agree to the 
use of the National Guard on the docks. 


The AFL-CIO issued a strongly worded statement of 
support days before the rallies. It says, “The mere 
threat of intervention is an unconscionable effort to 
bolster the [employers’] contract demands. On a 
larger scale, the threatened use of federal troops to 
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determine the outcome of a collective bargaining 
dispute undermines the basic civil rights of the labor 
movement and all American’ workers.” The 
federation urges all affiliates to ask the Bush 
administration to publicly pledge that it will not 
intervene and to extricate itself from the bargaining 
process. 


The ILWU is continuing to put pressure on the Bush 
administration and management outside the 
bargaining room. ILWU members demonstrated 
during the opening of the new Maersk Sealand 
terminal in the Port of Los Angeles on August 14. 
Maersk is the largest shipping company in the world 
and the company spent close to one billion dollars 
on this new facility. 


“Labor built Maersk and it is labor, specifically ILWU 
labor, that will make this new facility a success,” 
said ILWU International President Jim Spinosa. 
“Maersk must give workers a fair share of its 
enormous profits.” 


Freda Coodin 


There are many ways you can help. Check out the 
ILWU website, www.ilwu.org, and download an 
“activist support kit.” It includes a sample resolution 
or pledge of support that your local could pass at its 
next meeting. Or use the model letter to write your 
senator and congressional representatives, 
President Bush, and the president of the Pacific 
Maritime Association. 


You can also get involved in local solidarity actions. 
Check the web for the many local port workers 
solidarity websites or phone your local central labor 
council or Jobs with Justice chapter. You could also 
call Labor Notes at 313/842-6262 and we can put 
you in touch with ILWU activists and supporters in 
your area. 

Contact for this article. Marsha 
marsha@labornotes.org 

Published in collaboration with Labor Notes. 'Labor 
Notes' is a monthly magazine based in Detroit, USA. 
We are committed to reforming and revitalizing the 
labor movement. We report news about the labor 
movement that you won't find anywhere else. News 
about grassroots labor activity, innovative 
organizing tactics, international labor struggles, 
immigrant workers, and problems that some union 
leaders would rather keep quiet. Subscribe and 
receive a copy of ‘Labor Notes’ in your mailbox! 
Subscription information can be found at our 
website at www. labornotes.org 


Niemeijer 
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Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 
If you are interested in one of these rendezvous please click on http://attac.org/indexen/ See 
“ATTAC In the World” then “Meeting ATTAC” 





-- Wednesday 11 

AUSTRIA : Graz 

BELGIE BELGIQUE: La Louviere 

FRANCE: Bobigny - Nantes - Aix en Provence - Chaumont - Paris 15 - Beziers - Salon de Provence - 
Marseille - Aix - Paris 

SVERIGE : Stockholm 


-- Thursday 12 

DANMARK : Kobenhavn 

ESPANA : Vigo 

FRANCE: Nimes - Chatellerault - Salon de Provence - Lille - Roubaix - Marseille - Montmorillon 
SVERIGE : Malmo 


-- Friday 13 

AUSTRIA : Wien - Salzsburg 

BELGIE BELIGIQUE : Arlon 

FRANCE: La Courneuve - Noisiel - Montmorillon 


-- Saturday 14 

AUSTRIA : Salzsburg 

DETUSCHLAND: Koln 

FINLAND: Turku 

FRANCE: Ganges - Dieppe - Rozieres sur Crise - La Courneuve - Arles - Beziers - Paris 20 
NORGE : Bergen 


-- Sunday 15 
AUSTRIA : Salzsburg 
FRANCE: Baulon - Aix en Provence - Dieppe - La Courneuve - Poitiers 


-- Monday 16 
AUSTRIA : Salzsburg - Wien 
FRANCE: Rennes - Chateaubriant - Rouen - Beziers - Marseille - Vierzon 


-- Tuesday 17 

AUSTRIA : Wien 

BRITAIN: London 

FRANCE: Foix - St Nazaire - Montpellier - Beziers 
NORGE: Gamle Oslo 

SUISSE SCHWEIZ: Lausanne 

SVERIGE: Uppsala 


-- Wednesday 18 

AUSTRIA : Wien 

DANAMRK: Esbjerg - Arhus 

FRANCE: Aix en Provence - Beziers - Saintes - La Ciotat 
SUISSE SCHWEIZ : Lausanne 
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(*) coorditrad@attac.org is the email address of an international group of volunteers who coordinate 700 


translators worldwide. You can be part of this group and share your language expertise by helping us publish 
articles and documents. J ust contact them for further details. 


